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CALL TO WORSHIP  
One:   Gather us in, 

  the lost and the lonely, 
  the broken and breaking, 
  the tired and aching, 
  who long for the nourishment 
  found at your feast. 

Many:   Gather us in, 
One:   the done and the doubting, 

  the wishing and wondering, 
  the puzzled and pondering, 
  who long for the company 
  found at your feast. 

 Many:  Gather us in, 
 One:   the proud and pretentious, 

  the sure and superior, 
  the never inferior, 
  who long for the levelling 
  found at your feast. 

 Many:  Gather us in, 
 One:   the bright and the bustling, 

  the stirrers, the shakers, 
  the kind laughter makers, 
  who long for the deeper joys 
  found at your feast. 

  Many:  Gather us in, 
  One:   from corner or limelight, 

  from mansion or campsite, 
  from fears and obsession, 
  from tears and depression, 
  from untold excesses, 
  from treasured successes, 
  to meet, to eat, 
  be given a seat, 
  be joined to the vine 
  be offered new wine, 
  become like the least, 
  be found at the feast. 

  All:  Gather us in! 
 
 



 
 
HYMN 5     God, the Sculptor of the Mountains  
 

WE GATHER TO PRAY FOR OURSELVES 
 
SCRIPTURE I – Psalm 51:1-12, 15  
 
CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
In you, gracious God, the widowed find a carer, the orphaned find a parent, the fearful find a                  
friend. In you the wounded find a healer, the penitent find a pardoner, the burdened find a                 
counselor. In you, the miserly find a beggar, the despondent find a laughter-maker, the legalists               
find a rule breaker. In you, Jesus Christ, we meet our Maker, and our match. And if some need                   
to say, ‘Help me’ and if some need to say ‘Save me’ and if some need to say ‘Hold me’ and if                      
some need to say, ‘Forgive me’ then let these be said now in confidence by us.  
 
                     time of silence 
 
Let us go to God, with the confessions of our hearts 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
   Gracious God, 
   our sins are too heavy to carry, 
   too real to hide, 
   and too deep to undo. 
   Forgive what our lips tremble to name, 
   what our hearts can no longer bear, 
   and what has become for us 
   a consuming fire of judgment. 
   Set us free from a past that we cannot change; 
   open to us a future in which we can be changed; 
   and grant us grace 
   to grow more and more in your likeness and image; 
   through Jesus Christ, the light the world.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
   The good news is that in Christ, our sins are forgiven,  
   our lives are made whole, we become God's own people.   
   Do you not believe? 
      We believe.  And in believing, we will live as those chosen,  
      not only to tell a Story,  
      but to live it out each and every day.   
      Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
 
HYMN 582     Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 



 
 
 

WE GATHER TO PRAY FOR OUR CHURCHES 
 
SCRIPTURE READING II – Luke 2:41-52 
 
SERMON                               The Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff 
 
HYMN 656      We’ve Come This Far by Faith 
 
PRAYER OF CONCERN 
   Reader 1:   Eternal God, whom our words may cradle but never contain, 
   we thank you for all the sound and silence and color and symbol 
   which through the centuries have helped the worship of your Church to be relevant and real. 
   Here we pause to remember those who helped us to come to faith, 
   by singing us songs or telling us stories,  
   by inviting us when we felt distant, by praying for us without being asked.  (time of silence) 
 
   Reader 2:  We remember the preachers, the readers, the musicians, the leaders, 
   whose sensitivity and skill have helped us to grow in faith and enjoy worshipping you.  
   (time of silence)  
 
   Reader 3:  We remember those who encourage people to praise you outside the sanctuary: 
   those who teach young children, those who lead youth groups,  
   those who take prayers in hospitals, in school, in prisons  (time of silence) 
 
   Reader 4:  We remember people who cannot pray and struggle to believe, 
   or who fear changes in the church more than in any other area of their lives. 
   We name them now in the silence of our hearts,  
   praying that the might be encouraged, and that love might dispel fear.  (time of silence) 
 
    Reader 1:  And let us pray for the renewal of the Church, beginning with ourselves… 
 
   All:   Reshape us, Good Lord,  
   until in generosity, in faith, and in expectation that the best is yet to come,  
   we are truly Christ-like.  
   Make us passionate followers of Jesus rather than passive supporters.  
   Make our churches cells of radical discipleship and signposts to heaven.  
   Then in us, through us, and if need be – despite us.  Let your kingdom come.  Amen 
 
HYMN 656      We’ve Come This Far by Faith 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 



 
 
 


